First Grade Curriculum

Language Arts

· Emphasis on research-based programs to reach reading, using the Harcourt/Houghton Mifflin StoryTown reading series, big books, leveled readers, and centers.

· Implementation of the “Five Big Ideas in Beginning Reading”

1. Phonemic Awareness: The ability to hear and manipulate sounds in words

2. Alphabetic Principle: The ability to associate sounds with letters and use these sounds to read words

3. Accuracy and Fluency with Connected Text: The effortless, automatic ability to read words in isolation and connected text

4. Vocabulary Development: The ability to understand and use words to acquire and convey meaning

5. Comprehension: The complex cognitive process involving the intentional interaction between reader and text to extract meaning

· Writing workshop using mini lessons, conferencing, and sharing ( K-2 Lucy Calkins) as well as implementing Harcourt/Houghton Mifflin StoryTown curriculum
· Handwriting/penmanship (Handwriting Without Tears)

· Practice using library books and take-home books

Our goal is to develop a life-long enjoyment of reading!

Math

· Implementing Mc-Graw Hill MyMath which focuses on Common Core Standards in the areas of Number & Operations in Base Ten, Algebra, Geometry, Measurement, and Statistics and Probability. Activities include:
· Early Number Activities

· Operations and Simple Equations (addition/subtraction)

· Story Problem Strategies and Analyzing

· Comparisons and Data Formats

· Fractions, Circle Graphs, and Clocks

· Money

· Measurement, Rounding, and Shapes

Science

· Use of Big Books

· Hands-on Activities and Labs (Scott-Foresman)

Social Studies

· Big Books: neighborhoods, families, people at work, directions, maps, holidays, voting (Harcourt)

Health

· Use of big books (Harcourt)
